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REPORT. 

--

To the legal voters and all others interested in the Public 
Schools of the Town of East Greenwich, R. I. : 

The Sch0ol Committee of the Town of East Green­
wich, for the School year of 1889-90, hereby present their
Annual Report.

At the annual election, held June 1, 1889, James
H. Eldredge, 1\I. D., and Albert J. Congdon were
re-elected both to serve for three years, and Tom C.
Br(Jwn was elected for one year to sene the unexpired •
term for which Arthur Knight was elected but declined
to serve.

The Committee then stood as follows:
To se1Tc one year,
To serve two years,
To serve three years,

{ A lrnon I. Place,
Tom C. Brown.

{ Charles 8. '\'Vightmaq,,
Thomas H. Galvin. 

j James H. Eldredge,
t Albert J. Congdon.

On the 8th of June, 1889, we held our first meeting­
as is our custom-in the Town Hall, with tile following
members present: James 1-I. Eldredge, Thomas H.
Gah·in, Charle::; 8. ·wightman, Tom C. Drown and
Albert J. Congdon.

The newly-elected members were engagctl by Hon. E.
Stanhope, who is ?lotary Public.

,,-e proceeded to organize by the choice of James
H. El<lrcclge, chairman, am1 Albert J. Congdon, clerk.

The following re,,olution was theu p,,s:sec1: Voted
and Resoh-ed, that ,ve elect a committee to e.samine
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teachers and grant certificates for teaching; to receive 
and examine registers and district returns, and to draw 
orders on .the School Fund. Voted that Albert J. Cong­
don is hereby constituted that committee. 

James H. Eldredge and Thomas H. Galvin were 
made a committee to advise and act in all cases of tru­
ancy referred to them by the Trnant Officer. 

Albert J. Congdon was elected Superintendent of 
Public Schools. 

Harpers Series of ,vritiug Books was adopted to 
take the place of Payson, Dunton & Scribners, agree­
able to notice given at a regular meeting March 9, 1889. 

The money for public sehool pmposes for the cm­
rent year was ascertained to he derived from the follow­
ing sources : 

Balance left over from last year, . $93 12 
Less am't drawn for printing reports '89, 28 65 

Net arnon nt from last year, 
Maxwell Fnnd, (Dividend) 
Dog Fund, 
State Appropriation, 
Town Appropriation, 

Total, 

$64 47 
139 75 
222 60 

1,636 16 
1,636 16 

Amount reserved for printing reports, etc·., 
$3,699 14 

36 10 

Total amount for schools, 

Apportioned among the respective 
ing to law: 

District No. 1 was apportionecl, 
" No. 2 was apportioned, 
" No. 3 was apportioned, 
" No. 4 was apportioned, 
'· No. 5 was apportioned, 

$3,663 04 

districts accord-

$2,556 06 
294 40 
23fi 62 
294 40 
281 56 



RETGI{!\S OF Tm, ScnooL CENSUS FOR 1890, AS THEY 
BA V,� BEE:!\ DELIVERED TO THE SCHOOL Co)DfTTTEE: 

Nnm\Jer of Boys reported as attending public 
schools, 210 

Nnmber of Girls, 190 

Total in public schools, 400 
Number of Boys reported as attending select 

schools, 3 i 
Number of Girls, 37 

Total in select schools, 74 
Number of Boys reported as not attending any 

school, ..J-8 
Number of Girls, 46 

Total not in any schoor, 9,l 

Grand Total, 568 

The School Committee is required by law to hole] 
four stater1 meetings each year, which we have fi:s:ed on 

the second Saturcl::ty of ,Jnne, September, December and 
}farch, at 2 o'clock in tlte afternoon, in the Town Hall. 

At a regular meeting held l\Iarch 8, 1890, the Clerk 
was appointcl1 a committee to make out the report to the 

Commissioner. 
At the same meeting the Chairman and Clerk were 

appointed a committee to make out and haYe printed the 

report to the town. 
It is the prev,dling sentiment of this Committee that 

the follo1ring rernlntion, adopted 1\Iarch 21, 1885, shall 
be firmly aclberecl to in drawing orders on the school 

fund: 
Voted and Resolved, that orders may be drawn in 

favor of any district to the order of the Trustee for a 
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part of the money due before the close of the term. but 
not less than one-third of the amount clue shall remain 
unpaid until the term closes and the retnrns are fully 
made out and left with the Clerk of this committee for 
e:s:amination ,vith au itemized bill of all other expenses. 

The Trnstees for the several districts for the year 
ensuing, "·ith their post office addresses, are as follows: 

District No. I-Thomas J. Tilley, 
East Greenwich, R. I. 

District �o. 2-John A. Place, 
East Greenwich, R. I. 

District Ko. 3-William A. Shippee, 
Crompton, R. I. 

Distriet Ko. 4-Timothy Andrew, 
Davisville, R. I. 

District No. 5-Alfred A. Sherman, 
Davisville, R. I. 

FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY, 

The report of the operations of our Free Library is 
added as a part of our system of pnblic education. 

The usual number of books-about four thousand­
have been taken out and returned. Over oue hundred 
volumes of carefully selected books have been added by 
purchase and the same number by gift. Among these lat­
ter are fifty volumes of Living Age, which. when bound, 
will make a valuable accession to the collection. 

Dr. Charles J. Thurston, a native of this town, died 
in July last, leaving in his will his whole estate­
amounting to more than ten thousand dollars-to this 
institution without condition, placing the Library on a 
solid foundation and relieving it of the load of embar­
rassment under which it has labored from the beginning. 
By this generous gift Doctor Thurston secured for his 
name a lasting memorial and is entitled to and will re­
ceive for generations to come the gratitude of bis fellow 
townsJ.)1en and their decendants for all time. 

The Corporation has been organized anew and is 
now placed under the management of a board of trus­
tees who ha,·e full control of its affairs of every kind. 
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'raMe Siwicing lite Kaines of Twcl,ers, Length of Sdool Terms, and Wages per J,fq,ntlt, 

for School Yecir encling April 30, J 890.

G i1:.\ DE O.F SCl·lOOL 

S11m1ncr 
'l'orn1. 

Fall 
'l'crm. 

Winter 
Term. 

t-;pring 
'l'crm_ 

ANO 'l'EACIIEHS' NAl\iES. RESIDENCES. 

j'.-;Q, OF' 0ISTHI0T. 

--------,---------1------ - ---· --- --- --- --- --- --- --· 
Grnhirnm· Drp't. .. d c

_
·'h:tl'ics �'. Hosworth •. 

l
l(a�t Urccnwieh

l
2 1 4 

(;rnmmnr D<•p't .... l Alticrt, U. Hich1uo11d .. \Vyo111i11g •••••• .•..•. 
.Ju11tor nrp't •.•..• l Anna F. llohlc11 .....•• gnstGrccnwich

J
2 J-4 

.Juninr I)f'p't ...... l Srtra A. Bonrclmnn ..•. Enst (.;rccnwich ..... . 
Jnter111c:li:1tc J>r.p1 1J ,Jcnnic1\. 'l'hornns ..... l·�nst Greenwich -2 I 4 
.Tu'r Intermediafc I 

l
snr:1 A. Bo.1rd1nan .... IDnst Grccnwicl1 2 l-4 

·,J11'r lnt·crmc1l1n1,c ·1 Mnry !--cM. \Vickcs., .. East Grccnwicl1 •.•.•• 
Prim·1ry Drp1 1, .... 1 Mnr.v Lr-M. ,-Vickes .... E:tsL Grccnwicli 2 1 4-
l'rima.r.v l><·p 1t .•.. I Lillian 13. Foss ....... EasL Gi:ccnwich ..... . 
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•• :1 Lizzie 1\[. !\fcrrill. ...•. l�ast Grce1Hdch ..... . 
.. 4 Emma�- D:ivi� ........ Hop<' .....• ..... :! 
.. 5 .\f:11• V f;�. Sm itll ........ \Vick l'oril ....... 2 

$60 2 )-2 $(i0 • • . . . . . ..... ............ . 
. . . . . • . . . . . • . . . . . . 2 ii-GO I 1-2 I $60 

41l I 9-101 ,10 •..•.• •••• ·• • • · · · · • · • • · • 
. . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . 2 3-10 40 I 3-4 40 

oli 2 1-2 36 2 7-20 36 1 3-1 3G 
3� 2 1-2 32 ...... ..... . 

...... 2 7-20 32 I ,H 32 
02 Z 1-2 32 ...... ..... . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 7-20 32 I 3-4 32 
32 2 l-2 32- •..... ...... .....• 
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\Vogus. 
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210 00 
Jun on 
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];JJ 20 
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]31 20 
Gi 00 

208 00 
21!) :)0 
267 00 
21i7 32 
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Appended hereto is the Annual Report of the Su­
perintendent of Public Schools, to which your attention 

is called, and all is respectfully submitted. 

JAi\IES H. ELDREDGE, Cliciirman. 
ALBERT J. CoNGDO)I, Clerk. 

EAST GREENWICH, R. I., l\Iay 29, 1890. 

SU PERI NTEN DENT'S REPORT. 

EAST GnEENW1Crr, R. I., May 29, 1890. 

To the 1lfembers of the School Con_imittee: 

GENTLDIEN :-The third Annual Report of your 

present f::inperiutendent of Public Schools is hereby re­

spectfully presented. 

The si:s: schools in District No. 1 lrnYe receind their 
accustomer1 good m:111agement for nearly uine mouths 

·during the year ending April 30, 1890.

The Steam He:i.ting app:i.ratns ordered by the Dis­
trict, and carrieL1 out by our popular trnstee, Lias been a 

real comfort for the four sc,hoole at the Spring street 

Scl10olhonse. 

At the close of the Fall term we were forced to 
lose two of our excellent teachers-}Ir. Charles Francis 

Bosworth, wbo had filled the position so acceptably ::it 

the Grammar School, resigned to permit the :i.cceptanc;e 
of a more prominent educational position at Southing­

ton, Conn. ::\litis Anna F. Holden, who Liad proved an 

excellent teacher in the , Junior Grammar School, 1rns 

forced to resign on account of the L1eclini11g health of 
her mother, who needed her care. 

Thus was made vacant the position of te11clier in 
two of our best schools. At this cri�iti it so lrnppenecl 

that a former teacher, l\fr. Albert C. Richmond. having 
completed his studies and graduated a [Jhy1,ician, can:c 
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among ns and "·ns secured to teach the Grammar School, 
when our Trustee thought to promote each of the others, 
one grade; but 1\Iiss Jennie A. Thomas preferring to re­
main in the Intermediate; 1"\Iiss Sara A. Boardman was 
:idnrncecl two grades and has the Junior Grammar 
�chool doing good work. Miss :\Iary Le;)!. \v"ickes is 
promoted to the Junior Intermediate and Il'liss Lillian B. 
Foss to tbe Primary School, while the .Junior Primary is 
in ch:uge of :i'.Irs. Ella L. Vose, doing good work, ancl 
prodng a valuable addition to om corps of excellent 
tenchers. Mnch hindrance to the progress of the classes 
has heen caused by siclrncss aud the too common prac_ 
tice on the part of parents to allow their children for 
trh·ial cnuses to stay awny from school, ancl thereby lose 
their standing. 

The teachers have been instrnctecl to pnt scholars 
lJack who do not l�eep up Tl"itll their classes ancl promote 
those deserving it. 

In District No. 2 school Lias been kept eight ancl 
one-half months. The first t\\·o months ,rere tanght by 
l\Iiss Emma L. ·wilson, who was eddently born for a 
teacher, but conclucled to lea,·e tbe school-room for a po­
sition in the family circle. The remainder of the year 
by .:Hiss Mary S. Robertson, a grachrnte of the H.. I. Nor­
mal School, and a most e:s:cellent teacher. 

The Trnstee, :i\Ir. John A. Place, is (lescrving of 
praise for the care he nses in selecting teachers. 

The school]Jonse is well cared for and bas _the ap­
perrrnuce of c0mfort. 

In District No. 3 ome irnproYcmeut is nmnirest in 
the attendance and interest. l\'Iiss Lizzie III. 1\Ierril\ has 
taught six aud three-fourth months, gi,·ing good satisfac­
tion. This being her first school, sbe had some things to 
learn, and I trnst she will improye by experience. It 
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is safe to follow the rules and regulations published by 
order of the School Committee. 

In District No. 4 school has been kept eight and 
one-half months, with 1\'Iiss Emma S. Davis as teacher, 
giving very good satisfaction. Unfortunately l\Iiss Da­
vis' health has snffered from the prevailing epidemic and 
it is feared may somewhat interfere with her future use­
fulness. So far as I can learn all of the people in the 
District are anx1ous for the full recovery of Miss Davis 
that she may continue teaching there. 

In District No. 5 school has bten kept eight and 
one-lialf months, with Miss Mary E. Smith teacher, !:!;iv­
ing good satisfaction, with good attendance and im­
prover! discipline. ·with the close of the school year 
Miss Smith returns to the R. I. Normal School to finish 
her course at that institution. Many regrets are spoken 
in consequence of her leaving the school. 

In conclusion it is pleasant to be able to report the 
schoolhouses in fair to good condition, needing, in some 
cases, more attent.ion to the proper care of the out­
buildings. The parents generally do not take sufficient 
rnterest in the schools. They should bear the reports 
brought home by their children, and visit the school, and 
investigate the matter carefnlly before they make up 
their minds where the fault lies. Much good may be 
done to the teacher, hncl great encouragement to the 
scholars, by the parents cultivating a social intercourse 
with the schools. 

Ever anxious for the welfare of the schools, I de­
sire to h0ld this office no longer than that object is 
served better than from other available source. 

l\Iost respectfully submitted, 
ALBERT J. CONGDON, 

Superintenclent of Public 8clwols. 


